CULTURAL HERITAGE

Louisiana Folklife Village

Step into the Louisiana Folklife Village and discover many of the state’s
generations-old traditions and cultural highlights. Here you can see artists create
elaborate sculptures for Mardi Gras floats, blacksmiths forge decorative ironwork
for French Quarter balconies, musicians meticulously hand craft accordions, and
Mardi Gras Indians bead their suits. Learn how to knit a shrimp net, build a
pirogue or glitter a Muses shoe. These are only a few of the dozens of traditions
featured in the Louisiana Folklife Village that bear witness to our state's unique
cultural and diverse history. Special programming this year includes memorial
tributes and traditions, and cultural healing practices. Visit the Folklife Village to
learn more about these unique community customs that honor loved ones and
sustain self care.

The Native American Village offers an oasis of tranquil
charm. Relax under the shade of a palmetto-thatched
chickee while enjoying traditional drumming and
singing by indigenous dance and powwow troupes.
Taste traditional southeastern maque choux as you
watch demonstrations of basket weaving and
woodcarving by Louisiana’s tribal elders. In honor of
UNESCO declaring 2022-2032 as the Indigenous
Language Decade, we feature two special projects
working hard to preserve and revitalize Indigenous
Languages in our communities.

Grandstand Exhibits

Allons A Louisiana — 60 years of Arhoolie in Louisiana

From the beginning of Arhoolie Records, founder Chris Strachwitz
documented the music and musicians of Louisiana. From
traditional jazz in New Orleans and deep blues in Baton Rouge to
the wonderful Cajun, Creole, and Zydeco music of Southwest
Louisiana, Chris recorded and released scores of albums
highlighting the unique sounds of the state. Along the way, he
carried his camera to capture the people, places, and community
traditions that made Louisiana such a vibrant home for music.
Allons A Louisiana takes viewers to the Jazz Fest stage, the clubs
of New Orleans, and into the homes and dancehalls of Acadiana,
where Chris first encountered the music that Arhoolie shared with
the world. Co-curated with the New Orleans Jazz & Heritage
Foundation Archive.

Exhibits Located in Sylvester “Hawk” Francis Hall




CRAFTS

Contemporary Crafts

Set among the Blues, Gospel and Jazz tents in Heritage Square, Contemporary Crafts is a nationally recognized showplace
of artists displaying and selling handmade fine art and crafts. Each weekend offers a different array of acclaimed
craftspeople representing the best of Louisiana and the United States.
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Congo Square African Marketplace

Filled with music, art, and energy, the Congo Square African Marketplace is alive with the culture and spirit that helped
create the jazz and heritage for which New Orleans is known. Enjoy the exchange of wares, customs, and ideas that
embody a true marketplace experience as you encounter people and art from throughout the African Diaspora.
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Louisiana Marketplace
Louisiana Marketplace, located in the Folklife Village, features exceptional handmade crafts uniquely representing New

Orleans and Louisiana’s architecture, music and culture. Each weekend, the Marketplace offers a variety of artistic media by
the state’s finest traditional and contemporary artists.
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